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Honoree Spotlights 

Anna Shostya 

Those two weeks [in China] became a 

truly transformational experience for 

our students. Some of them took more 

Chinese language classes after they 

came back to the United States. Some 

started to pursue China's Economic 

Studies track. Some did research on 

China. Some read more books about 

China's culture and history. 

Jluilding Bridges 

Raising Global Leaders 

In 2018 we facilitated and supported the travel 

of more than 35 Chinese language and culture 

students and advocates on trips to China. Each 

trip gave participants the opportunity to gain 

hands-on learning experience - a vital part of a 

well-rounded global education. 

"FLCT families are extremely grateful for the 

support that CIUS provided. Mr. Gao Qing, 

Cheyenne Boyce and the rest of the team 

embraced the opportunity to work along with 

the kids and helped prepare them for a

life-changing trip to China. CIUS co-sponsored 

a successful fundraiser reception which made 

it possible for all the families to attend the 

trip." 

-Sosena Desta, Founder, Raising Global Leaders 

In partnership with parents and students from the Washington 
YuYing Public Charter School, a dual- immersion elementary 
school in Washington, DC, we hosted the first Raising Global 
Leaders Fundraiser and Reception. With our support, the group 
of 5th graders, who have all studied Chinese since they were 4 
and 5 years old, came closer to achieving their fundraising 
goal of $45,000. These funds enabled the students to travel to 
Beijing, Chengdu, and Zunyi for a full immersion cultural 

exchange program this past summer. Supporters included 
Maquita Alexander, Principal of the Washington YuYing Public 
Charter School, and Ambassador Sylvia Stanfield, the first African 
American Ambassador to Brunei. The event received support 
from a variety of local organizations, and through their financial 
contributions they affirmed the importance of supporting global 
education opportunities for our world's youngest explorers. 

US-China Global Education Delegation Trip 
This year we also led the 2nd 
Annual CIUS Center US-China Global 
Education Delegation for government 
officials, educators, business and 
community leaders. This trip provides 
an opportunity for participants to gain 
an understanding of Chinese 
education policies and the 
development of global education in 
China. The delegation visited the 
Ministry of Education, Confucius 
Institute Headquarters, universities, 
schools, corporations and cultural 

heritage sites in Beijing, Shanghai, 
and Anhui. Delegates interacted 
with students of all ages, artists, 
entrepreneurs, and local officials, 
enabling them to gain an authentic 
and comprehensive understanding 
of China's educational develop
ment. Following this experience, 
participants are now able to offer 
support and advice to enhance the 
development of Chinese language 
and global educational programs in 
their own schools and communities. 

"I have been to many countries and visited China many times. This is the best trip 

by far. I am particularly impressed by the youth of China. I believe the mutual 

understanding and collaborations of the next generations of our two countries will 

build a better future for all of us." - Curtis Bramble, Utah State Senator 

2018 Confucius Institute Alumni Trip: 
Continuing Our Stories in China 

Our flagship People-to-People Award Program also 
expanded this year to include a trip to Beijing and 
Chengdu for 15 of our program alumni. As the 
program continues to grow, it is important to continue 
providing opportunities for our alumni to remain 
connected with their Confucius Institutes as well as 
enhance their Chinese language and cultural 
education. The trip's theme, "Family Reunion," 
highlighted the goal of welcoming program alumni 
from the past three honoree cohorts back to China to 
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reconnect with friends, teachers, and the Confucius 
Institute program more generally. During the trip 
students attended the Annual Confucius Institute 
International Conference, stayed with host families, 
and visited a variety of cultural and educational 
sites. This program truly reflects the CIUS Center's 
commitment to people-to-people exchanges and 
celebrates the diversity and strength of the 
Confucius Institute global community. 

� 

Connecting the World 

To continue last year's CAUSE 
dialogue, this year we welcomed 
Ambassador Arikana Chihombori-Quao, 
Ambassador for the African Union to 
the United States, (left) United States 
(left), and other international affairs and 
higher education leaders, experts, and 
students to discuss US-China 
engagement in Africa. In a March panel 
discussion and November roundtable, 
participants shared thoughts on 
partnerships for economic and 
community development in Africa as 
well as the role of people-to-people 
exchanges in the trilateral relationship. 

In June 2018 the CIUS Center hosted 
the 13th annual EuroAsia Shorts Film 
Festival, in collaboration with a group 
of embassies and other international 
cultural organizations representing 
eight European and Asian countries 
in Washington, DC. This weeklong 
festival showcased short films from 
Europe and Asia. The 2018 theme 
was WomenWorldWide. 

China, Africa, US Engagement 
(CAUSE) Discussion Series 

Honoree Spotlights 

Monika Hoffarth-Zelloe 
My dream to enjoy a symphony of 

cultures, while promoting and celebrating 

cultural diversity, has been fulfilled 

through this connection with my 

Confucius family. 

Sports Diplomacy in the US-China Relationship 

Sports are undeniably one of the most Participants included: 
effective ways lo unite countries in limes of Mark Hyman, Co-Director, The Great China 
international turmoil, as shown by the 
worldwide interest in the 2018 Winter Olympics 
and FIFA World Cup. With 2018 being such a 
big year in sports, the CIUS Center decided to 
host an event that explored how sports 
positively affects diplomatic relations, and 
more specifically promotes US-China relations 
and encourages diplomatic peace and 
resolution. 

The August 2018 panel discussion on Sports 
Diplomacy in the US-China Relationship, 
hosted by the CIUS Center, addressed this 
important issue. 

Baseball Hunt and Assistant Teaching Professor, 
George Washington University 

Qiao Sun, Director of Global Development, 
Monumental Sports and Entertainment 

Soolmaz Abooali, Professor, George Mason 
University; 12-time US National Champion in 
Traditional Karate 

Craig Esherick, Associate Director, Center for 
Sport Management at George Mason University 
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